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request offered no other reason* for the 
BSCi/9 need to review these informant files. Bowever s based ©a a 
discussion between Mr. Blakey and a representative of the F BI’s Legal 
Counsel Division. Mr. Maker advised that the HSCA W— — — 


G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA 


SEE NOTE, PAGE THREE 
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W* . Fur thar.tto Department of Jiistica ftst Ibtc# 

>11 a assassination and security Investigation* of King concluded there ’W> V C 
to evidence that the activities of these informant. SSS5tow2^ f 
9t_ vara in any vay tnnnaetad with hU ^yaMXlbtta^ 

«1« ®«dplta (ha overwhelming evidence” disproving the etove^aneg*- V 
f W * ! ur S au * 1,1 * n * f,orC *> cooperate with the B3CA as fully at 
poaaibla and after Very careful deliberation, decided to mbs thaFBlBO :v';, 

2 la *Tl!T mi i a1> J e « 0nlT to **♦ Blahay vitti all informant identify!^ 
data mclaad. This decision on the part of the Bureau urns not meant to 
thT 4 precedent for the HSCA to request the field office files on 
otLT^r^iTT^ *1* ,or . tha 5 to sake available the files of 

U vhich aay be of interest to the Cooolttee. If, in 
i!foi a i^. PUr ^' ln H revl<K,ln * file* i# to determine vhether these 

inforBants acted as agent provocateurs, " this Bureau la Bora than 
milling to furnish a sworn affidavit denying this allegation. J" ‘ V-V/ 

to vaa oerStlST. - l*^?’.**** ^ ** ^ 

na ims permitted accass to FBISQ informant files was unacceptable. It ~ *• 

twin* °° to4 tha * BU W c*re«d to these conditions, but prior to 
111 r *2 ueatad that ««abera of Ms staff also be given access to 

these file*. Because sons HSCA staff members vers familiar with our 
substantive file on the Invaders, it vas necessary to decline Mr. Biakov’s 
identities? 0 * tM ® kowled ** *° 99d * n sdditional threat to ©®r informant.’ 

** 7° u c«n folly understand, the Issue of pervitting outside 
?! r * ri * w in^owsnt files of the FBI is a vary delicats Vaa! Xt 

5 J? P rot «ct ow Confidential inforoaats because ve nay ba dealing 
a**?*?** »sfety of these lnfontanta and ambers of their 

M >ccones general knowledge that FBI infotaanta’ files / 

!!d onr^nfo^?V! ^ partiea, informant privilege is threatened 
and our informant development program can be severely hampered. Tou ean 

th f H eld Bay be unable to develop a confidential 
^ \ an f ndlTid,ul * U the es««7 involved cannot protect 
the contents of that informant’s fila. 
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i . TWafora, for ^* «onat«arati<ma *utUa«d 1 fe» Blaker'a 

wqueat Jot aceaa. to tW Iial4 offica m* .|1 '^4#^ 

Jhia Mtw kas Weft OWuaaal vieti W, ftoWrf t* 

, ft4rlaa4 that, in the absence ©0 additional informs ttoa lto« tha HSCA > -. 

haarics Oft tha allegation tha* our Snfo|ttaata *$tod aa *agaat provocs tour** ^‘Vt V 
la instigating Yiolaoea in Keaphia, ha cohcurrod vith Our position o* . ^ v:> r" 
»ttar« f L ; v _ Vj , f+ ' “• V.S*£ V 
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NOTE: By Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum dated 4-27-78, it was approved ' 1 

to allow Blakey access to files of informants who furnished information - 
concerning the Invaders. This action was taken in hope of satisfying 
the.HSCA that our informants were not responsible for violence which 
occurred during the Sanitation Workers Strike in Memphis. After Mr. Blakey 
reviewed these files, as reported in Ryan to Mr. Bassett memorandum 
dated 5-19-78, Blakey stated he found no evidence that any of our informants 
acted as "agent provocateurs." However, he followed with an additional 
request to see the Informants’ Field Office files. 

Representatives of the Congressional Inquiry Unit, the Legal v 
Counsel Division, and the Top Echelon and Criminal Informant Unit, 

Criminal Investigative Division, are in total agreement that we should 
go no further to answer HSCA’s demands for informant files in this 
matter and that Mr. Blakey’s request should be denied. Mr. Keuch concurred, 
based on discussion with D. 0. Coulson, Legal Counsel Division, on 
5-30-78. 

0° 6—1—78, SA Buryi Johnson, Memphis Office, was advised of 
the above. Based on his knowledge of the situation, Memphis would be 
willing and capable of submitting a sworn affidavit concerning this 
allegation. 

This letter completes response to HSCA’s request dated § 



5-23-78. 





